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So far, domestic and foreign scholars have done a lot of research on interpersonal 
trust from different perspectives, many of them on the relationship of interpersonal 
trust and social interaction (social network). However, the existing research have only 
pointed out the relevance of interpersonal trust and social interaction (social network) 
at the theoretical level. Social network as an independent variable is how to influence 
interpersonal trust, the empirical studies in this area have not yet started. 
Taking the residents in Xiamen, Lianhua, Fengcheng as study objects, based on 
sociological perspectives, collecting the materials by the methods of the questionnaire 
investigation, using statistical analysis and comparative analysis, this paper researches 
the interpersonal trust and social network of residents in the above areas and the 
influence of social network to interpersonal trust, then, tries to analysis and explain 
the results of the survey.  
The study concluded as follows: Firstly, the amount of social interaction (social 
network) is remark different for the areas with different urbanization level. The rural 
residents are more repetitive than the city residents in social interaction, and the social 
interaction of all the residents are superficial and expanded no matter they are living 
in the rural, a town or a city. Secondly, the residents’ trust level to the people of daily 
contact and random contact has a positive relationship with this area’s amount of 
residents’ social network for the areas with different urbanization level. What’s more, 
the family relatives’ trust level is higher than the work contact and random contact. 
Thirdly, orientation of social interaction is the main factor influencing interpersonal 
trust. The more superficial residents’ social interaction is, the lower total trust level of 
their contact in daily life is. The more expanded residents’ social interaction is, the 
lower trust level of random contact is. The social network’s foster role to interpersonal 
trust is influenced by homogeneity of this social interaction, that’s to say, the higher 
homogeneity of the social network, the more significant foster role to the 
interpersonal trust. 
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